RICA ANDERSON believes the arts build
empathy and compassion and provide a
convening point for raising the quality of
community relations and personal
development. Rica is the Manager of Student
Engagement at Cal Performances where she
develops and implements arts education
programs. She is an instructor with Alameda
County Office of Education’s Integrated
Learning Specialist Program, and is a
Multicultural Education Program Diversity
Facilitator for UC Berkeley’s Office of Equity and
Inclusion. She has taught at the NorCal affiliate
of the Lincoln Center Institute, and toured as a
manager/performer/educator with Kaiser
Permanente’s Educational Theatre program.
She has performed with many Bay Area
companies, and for 14 years has produced the
free monthly series, Actors Reading Writers.

ARMANDO CASTELLANO and his wind
quintet, Quinteto Latino, are dedicated to
expanding the cultural boundaries of classical
music, and to make that music available,
relevant, and inspiring to entirely new
audiences. Armando is a French horn player
and educator, and has taught throughout the
Bay Area in both English and Spanish and is
currently an adjunct faculty member at San
José City College.

MELANIE DEMORE has a remarkable voice,
weaving all the fibers of African American folk
with soulful ballads, spirituals and original
music. Melanie facilitates vocal workshops for
professional choirs, community groups and
for people who just need to raise their voices.
Her Sound Awareness program has been
presented in prisons, schools and youth
organizations through-out the US and New
Zealand. Melanie was a California-Artist-in
Residence with the Oakland Youth Chorus as
a conductor, musical director/conductor for
the Bay Area Woman's Chorus and acapella
singing teacher at St. Paul's School in
Oakland.



JULIE DOUGLAS celebrates the empowering,
connecting, expressive, collaborative, playful
power of theater and the arts. Making theater
can change the world and how we experience
what is possible. Trained at the Dell’ Arte school,
she is an actor, theater maker and teacher. She
gets to be silly on a regular basis as a hospital
clown with The Medical Clown Project. She has
taught students of all ages in theater companies,
schools, summer camps and community groups
around the Bay.

ELAINE FONG believes all human beings are
born in rhythm. Rhythm activities allow you to
experience how effortless it can be to “fall”
into rhythm, and thus into the rhythm of your
life, and to help reconnect to our innate
knowledge of the healing power of primal
rhythmic movements and sounds. Elaine is the
founder and former Artistic Director of Odaiko
New England, the first professional taiko
group in Massachusetts. She has taught taiko,
Taketina and rhythm workshops and classes
throughout New England, New York and
California.

MOEKETSI GIBE, percussionist and
musician, grew up in post-apartheid South
Africa. He obtained his Performers Diploma
in African Music and Dance with a focus on
drumming at the University of Cape Town.
Since moving to the U.S., Moeketsi has
worked as teaching artist for organizations
such as Destiny Arts Center, Attitudinal
Healing Connection and Get Empowered. He
performs with with Zulu Spears Band of
South Africa and Chinyakare Ensemble
Music and Dance of Zimbabwe. Moeketsi
also toured with Zuma Zuma, an African
Acrobatic music and dance show. Moeketsi’s
philosophy is based on an African proverb
"Motho ke motho ka batho" meaning "a
person is a person because of people.”



DOLORES R GRAY holds an MFA in photography
and printmaking from the University of Michigan
and is a multimedia studio artist with numerous
solo and joint exhibitions. She has developed and
taught educational art programs in K-12 schools
across the Bay Area, and also teaches art
fundamentals as basis for storytelling,
photography, digital photography and Adobe
Photoshop to children and adults. Dolores was a
recipient of a multi-year grant “Artist in Schools
Residency” from the California Arts Council. She
applies arts education to diverse programs such
as “Language & Visual Arts Reading
Improvement” and “Art + Math in the
Classroom.”

THAMSANQA HLATYWAYO learned
traditional dance and singing growing up in
South Africa. A performer, choreographer,
drummer, and a cappella singer, he enjoys
sharing aspects of South Africa with people of
other national and ethnic backgrounds.
Thamsanga was co-founder, Artistic Director
and performer with Uzulu Dance Theater of
South Africa. He performed with the
Broadway show Sarafina. He founded Jikelele
Dance Theater, wrote and directed a stage
play Shanty Town which Jikelele Dance
Theater performed at San Francisco ethnic
Dance Festival.

VIOLET JUNO discovered that art has the
power to bring joy and wonder but also be a
catalyst for deep thinking and
transformation. She seeks to create an
engagement with artworks that is not just
what is happening on stage or on site but also
what audience members conjure in their
minds of the various strands to take with
them when they leave. Violet is a passionate
teaching artist who has taught performance
and a wide range of artistic media to schools
and community groups. She serves as
Creative Community Engagement
Coordinator of the Alameda County Arts
Commission and believes everyone should
have access to the arts



STEPHEN KENT is a multi-Instrumentalist and
composer whose musical career has taken him
across five continents and includes the UK, Spain,
East Africa, Australia and the US. As a performer
on the Australian Aboriginal Didgeridoo he has
pioneered its use in contemporary music across
the globe in collaboration with numerous
musicians. He has composed musical scores for
theatre, circus and dance companies, which has
established him in the world music scene,
exploring a broad range of playing styles and
musical genres.

JANET KOIKE seeks to bring people of all ages
together for high quality arts experiences in
music, dance, theater, exhibits and arts
education. In her role as artistic director of
Rhythmix Cultural Works, she promotes
cultural awareness, encourages participation
in the arts, support artists in the presentation
of their work and is a resource for community
gatherings and events. Janet has partnered
with Wolf Trap Institute for Early Learning
through the Arts, the Oakland Museum and
San Jose Taiko, and has brought dance,
movement and taiko drumming to hundreds
of Bay Area schools.

MANDJOU KONE was born into a well-
known griot family in Mali and studied
traditional West African singing, dancing and
playing of instruments like the Djembe, Bala,
Dundun, Kora and Tama. She also danced
and performed with the National Ballet of
Burkina Faso. She is a dance educator and
has been teaching and performing over the
past twenty years throughout the US, most
recently as a lecturer at UC Santa Cruz.



ERIK LEE was born and raised in Oakland,
California. He received his formal dance training
in modern dance and BA degree in Dance
Performance Studies from University of
California, Berkeley, graduating in 2010. Since
2009, Erik has danced with Covenant Worship
Center’s Worship In Arts Ministry (WAM). He has
served as Artistic Director for WAM since 2014.
In 2011, he joined Dimensions Dance Theater
and continues to work as a company

member. Erik recently graduated from Mills
College with a Masters of Fine Arts Degree in
Dance, and has served two years as a group
leader in Berkeley-Oakland AileyCamp.

TIFFANY RABB learned social dance in a
family setting when she was a child and was
natural at sight reading and repeating what
she saw. She has always been involved in
different community centers and in
community dance. In 2007, she was a part of
Starchild Dance Company which studied Lindy
Hop and the Harlem Renaissance. In 2012, she
auditioned for Jikelele Dance Theater
Company and willed her way into the
company. She moved up from Dance Captain
to Assistant Dance Director. Tiffany is a lover
of many dance styles and is continuing her
love for studying at SFSU.

JEFF RAZ explores the intersection

of circus, theater and music from many
different angles - as a clown, an actor,

a teacher, a director and a playwright. Jeff
founded The Clown Conservatory in San
Francisco, the only comprehensive
professional clown training program in the
United States, and he directed the program
until 2010. Jeff is now the Bay Area Casting
Partner for Cirque du Soleil, the Artistic
Director of the Medical Clown Project and a
director with the global consulting

firm Stand & Deliver.


http://www.jeffraz.com/circus/index.html
http://www.jeffraz.com/plays/index.html
http://www.jeffraz.com/circus/index.html
http://www.jeffraz.com/otherprojects/acting.html
http://www.jeffraz.com/conservatory/index.html
http://www.jeffraz.com/otherprojects/directing.html
http://www.jeffraz.com/plays/index.html
http://www.medicalclownproject.org/
http://standanddelivergroup.com/home/team/jeff-raz-program-director/

STEPHEN TEXEIRA believes there is a memory
between one moment and the next; a memory
that no amount of posing or smiling for the
camera will ever reveal. It is in those moments
that we are most real, most vulnerable, most
beautiful, most ourselves. He take pictures. He
pays attention. Stephen has been a journalist,
marketing consultant, a non-profit
communications manager, and has taught
schoolchildren all over the Bay Area how to focus
ideas and images in photographs that move
others to action.

HEIDI VARIAN is a master taiko drumming
artist and has taught and influenced hundreds
of taiko players, including helping to establish
diverse groups across the United States. She
works taiko into everything she does — live
events, recordings, writing, rock concerts,
film, classroom teaching, and was the first
woman and non-Japanese person to perform
the norito (sacred prayer) at the Suwa Grand
Shrine in Nagano, Japan.

PATRICIA WEST believes that the power of
dance fosters community, compassion and
connection, and she strives to make dance
and education accessible for all people.
Patricia is a dance teacher at Bentley
School in Oakland, a professional dancer,
and dance theater company education
coordinator. She joined the Joe Goode
Performance Group in 2006 as a
collaborating member and has danced and
taught workshops at schools, colleges and
performance venues. Patricia is a Cal
graduate and feels honored to work so
closely with Cal Performances and the
larger community that it serves. She has
also recently served as Managing Director
of Berkeley-Oakland AileyCamp.



