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MATÍAS TARNOPOLSKY NAMED DIRECTOR OF CAL PERFORMANCES
Currently Vice-President of Artistic Planning at the New York Philharmonic,
Tarnopolsky will assume leadership of the 103-year old Cal Performances,
the performing arts presenting, producing and commissioning organization
based at the University of California, Berkeley
BERKELEY, May 20, 2009— Robert J. Birgeneau, Chancellor of the University of
California, Berkeley, today announced the appointment of Matías Tarnopolsky as Director of
Cal Performances, effective August 10, 2009. The announcement was made at a press
conference held in Zellerbach Hall on the UC Berkeley campus. Mr. Tarnopolsky has served as
Vice-President of Artistic Planning at the New York Philharmonic since 2006, and previously
was Senior Director of Artistic Planning at the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
Hailed “the most adventurous high-quality performing arts organization in the country”
by The Wall Street Journal (December 2008), Cal Performances is a destination for
internationally celebrated artists and is considered one of the most influential performing arts
centers in the world. Cal Performances presents the world's leading opera singers, orchestras,
recitalists and chamber musicians, ballet and modern dance companies, and theater and world
stage artists. It is also home to the Berkeley Festival & Exhibition of early music and the
Berkeley Edge Fest of new music.
"We are truly fortunate to have identified such an accomplished and talented artistic
leader in Matías Tarnopolsky for the directorship of Cal Performances,” commented UC
Berkeley Chancellor Robert J. Birgeneau. “This is an individual with a superior musical
intellect, whose enthusiasm for all of the performing arts truly knows no boundary. Throughout
his career—at the BBC, Chicago Symphony Orchestra and now the New York Philharmonic—
he has demonstrated a keen ambition to advance the important role that the performing arts play
in our world. His distinct artistic vision will enrich the cultural offerings in the greater Bay Area
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and underscore the significant place that the arts and humanities hold at the University of
California."

"Throughout the search, we remained focused on the mission, vision and values of Cal
Performances to guide the process, and we are extremely gratified by the result," says Patricia
Theophilos, Chair of the Board of Trustees of Cal Performances. "It was a wonderful discovery
to find all the skills, qualities, and high standards that we sought in one very promising person. I
want to thank and congratulate the members of the search committee, the co-chairs—Budd Cheit
and Susan Graham—and our search consultant, Catherine French, for their commitment and
diligence toward this very successful conclusion."

“I was immediately struck by the vibrancy of the cultural environment at Berkeley and in
the quality and variety of the offerings at Cal Performances. This is a rare phenomenon in the
world of the performing arts, and it’s what makes Cal Performances a special place," remarked
Mr. Tarnopolsky. "Cal Performances’ audiences embrace the idea of high-quality, diverse,
innovative programming, and they have a great appetite for the exploration and enjoyment of the
best that the performing arts have to offer. This is the ideal environment for arts and ideas to
flourish. I inherit a remarkable artistic legacy from (outgoing director) Robert Cole; he has set a
high bar. I am deeply grateful to Chancellor Birgeneau, Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost
George Breslauer, and the members of the Board of Trustees of Cal Performances for granting
me this extraordinary opportunity. While my work at the New York Philharmonic has been
incredibly gratifying and fulfilling, this is a unique opportunity, and I look forward with great
enthusiasm to working with UC Berkeley faculty and students, and to leading Cal Performances
in the next phase in its impressive history."

As Director of Cal Performances, Matías Tarnopolsky is responsible for the overall
artistic vision and executive leadership of the performing arts program, encompassing the fields
of chamber music, visiting orchestras, opera, early music, new music, vocal and instrumental
recitals, classical and modern dance, jazz, world music and dance, theater, and a speakers series.
The performing arts season runs September to June, presenting 60 to 75 different events in
approximately 90 to 120 performances. He is also charged with initiating and commissioning
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new artistic and educational ventures, including those in association with national and
international performing arts centers and festivals, and with supporting the educational and
research mission of the University through the performing arts program. Cal Performances is
also the administrative home of Student Musical Activities, which provides extracurricular
musical instruction and performance opportunities through the Cal Marching Band, UC Jazz
Ensembles and UC Choral Ensembles.
Former Executive Vice Chancellor and Dean Emeritus of the Haas School of Business
Earl F. Cheit and Susan L. Graham, Pehong Chen Distinguished Professor Emerita, Computer
Science Division–EECS, co-chaired a 13-member committee of University faculty and students,
Cal Performances staff and trustees, and community leaders to conduct the search; and executive
search consultant Catherine French of the Catherine French Group was engaged to provide
expertise in the field of the performing arts.
MATÍAS TARNOPOLSKY
Matías Tarnopolsky, 39, is Vice-President for Artistic Planning at the New York
Philharmonic. In this role he has worked extensively with Music Director Lorin Maazel, Music
Director Designate Alan Gilbert and other pre-eminent conductors and artists in creating the
artistic profile of the New York Philharmonic. From 1999 to 2006, Mr. Tarnopolsky was
Director of Programming, and later, Senior Director of Artistic Planning, at the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra (CSO) where he collaborated with Music Director Daniel Barenboim on all
aspects of the CSO's programming, and was responsible for Symphony Center Presents, the
CSO's prominent presenting series, which programs some 60 piano recitals, visiting orchestra
performances, chamber music, contemporary music, and other programs annually. There he also
created the CSO's new music series, MusicNOW; brought the West-Eastern (Arab-Israeli) Divan
Workshop and Orchestra to Chicago; spearheaded collaborative projects with Hubbard Street
Dance Chicago, the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago Shakespeare Theater, Northwestern
University and University of Chicago, among others; and he programmed the CSO's training
orchestra, the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, and led the artistic planning of the CSO's education
and community programs. Mr. Tarnopolsky was previously a producer for the BBC Symphony
Orchestra and BBC Singers (1997-1999), and has written extensively about music, including
material for liner notes, program notes, and articles for magazines and other publications. He
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received bachelor's and master's degrees in music and musicology, respectively, from the
University of London, King’s College.
Mr. Tarnopolsky received early training in piano, later studied conducting, and devoted
serious instrumental study to the clarinet.

He cites attending the Proms concerts as a

transformative influence: "Having these amazing concerts as part of my upbringing, and the fact
that they were so widely accessible, left an indelible impression. Furthermore, my experience of
the rich diversity of cultural offerings of London, in music, dance and theater helped shape my
belief in the fundamental importance of the performing arts in our society." Mr. Tarnopolsky has
served on boards and juries for numerous national and international musical organizations; was a
panelist for the French/American Fund for Contemporary Music (2005-2006); and a Board
Member at the American Composers Forum (2003-2004), among other professional
appointments. Mr. Tarnopolsky was born in Buenos Aires (Argentina) and raised in London
(England). He is married and is the father of two children.
CAL PERFORMANCES
Cal Performances' programmatic origins date back to 1906, when the celebrated French
actress Sarah Bernhardt performed for earthquake refugees in the UC Berkeley Hearst Greek
Theatre. Putnam’s Monthly called Bernhardt’s performance “one of the great events in world
dramatic history.” Ever since that landmark event, Berkeley has witnessed a parade of stage
luminaries and artistic triumphs. Appearances by such renowned performers as Luisa Tetrazzini,
Margaret Anglin, Ruth St. Denis, George Gershwin, Marian Anderson, Dave Brubeck, Glenn
Gould, Marcel Marceau, the Berliner Ensemble, Yo-Yo Ma and Mark Morris Dance Group
demonstrate that Berkeley has sufficiently lived up to its reputation as "the Athens of the West."
Cal Performances is known for its excellence and diversity, capturing the world's premier
artists in exclusive engagements during the performance season. The exceptional growth in arts
presentation and commissioning under the direction of Robert Cole, who has led Cal
Performances for the past 23 years, has established the organization as a leader in the
international arts scene and a launching pad for new work and new careers. Artists such as
Mikhail Baryshnikov, Cecilia Bartoli, Valery Gergiev, Mark Morris, Yo-Yo Ma, Merce
Cunningham, Pina Bausch, Bill T. Jones, Peter Sellars, and John Adams appeared regularly and
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premiered work in Berkeley during Cole's tenure; and Cal Performances has been instrumental in
facilitating the touring of large ensembles from abroad, and hosted such esteemed companies as
the Grand Kabuki Theater of Japan, the Lyon Opera Ballet and Orchestra, the Berliner
Ensemble, the Gate Theater of Dublin, Les Arts Florissants, Ballet Nacional de Cuba,
Nederlands Dans Theater, and the Kirov and Bolshoi ballet companies, among many others.
The Berkeley campus is also home to one of the largest World Stage series in the
country, with performers from every corner of the globe appearing at Zellerbach Hall annually.
In partnership with the Department of Music, San Francisco Early Music Society, and Early
Music America, Cal Performances presents the biennial Berkeley Festival & Exhibition, an
international festival of early music; and the Berkeley Edge Fest of new performance. Under
Robert Cole's leadership (1986 to 2009), Cal Performances evolved from a respected regional
performing arts presenter that staged some 45 events annually with a budget of $4 million, to one
that shares acclaim with the greatest performing arts centers and festivals in the world, regularly
mounting world, American and West Coast premieres with a budget of $12 million. Audiences
responded enthusiastically with ticket sales increasing more than ten-fold since 1986.
Cal Performances also manages Student Musical Activities (SMA). Comprising the Cal
Marching Band, the UC Jazz Ensembles and the UC Choral Ensembles, SMA serves the
University through the many contributions of its student members. SMA offers Cal students
extracurricular opportunities ranging from performance to musical instruction and training, as
well as experience in student leadership and arts administration. Some 600 students participate
in SMA annually, while the public served by SMA—from football games to alumni and
fundraising events—numbers in the thousands.
In addition to the 2,000-seat Zellerbach Hall, the organization's home concert hall and
theater, Cal Performances presents performances in the adjacent, multiform theater, Zellerbach
Playhouse (550 seats); Hertz Hall, the acoustically superior wood-paneled concert hall at the
Department of Music (700 seats); Wheeler Auditorium (700 seats); the historic Hearst Greek
Theatre (6,500 seats); and at Berkeley's First Congregational Church (650 seats).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Cal Performances -
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