
“Dancers must engage with people, communicate with movement rather than words, and 
bring their life experiences to the stage,” Jamison said. “My mission is to carry on the ethos 
that Alvin Ailey established, always remembering his belief that ‘dance came from the 
people, and it must be delivered back to the people.’” 

In keeping with that philosophy, Jamison cultivated an 
atmosphere of camaraderie and welcome at Ailey, encour-
aging everyone who came through the doors to consider 
themselves part of a community. As an artistic director, 
teacher, and choreographer, she inspired her dancers and 
students to be human, to be authentic, and to reach for  
the excellence that she herself epitomized. At the White 
House Dance Series: A Tribute to Judith Jamison in 2010, 
First Lady Michelle Obama said, “We honor Judith for all 
she has achieved and all she has contributed not just to 
our country but to the world.” Her grace and spirit will  
live on in the generations of dancers and young people  
she influenced, the fellow dancemakers and directors she 
championed, and the audiences she moved and uplifted. 

Following Jamison’s passing, Gia Kourlas wrote in the New York Times, “She was  
always a goddess of dance—even before her triumph in Cry. She was a singular sensation,  
a headliner, the embodiment of poise and power…. [Jamison] helped to make the company 
into something bigger than dance, just as she, in a way, was bigger than dance.” 

Cal Performances joins the entire Ailey family, and the countless others she touched,  
in celebrating Judith Jamison’s artistry, humanity, and incredible light, which will continue  
to inspire us all.

PROGRAM A Tue, Apr 8, 7:30pm; Fri, Apr 11, 8pm 
RONALD K. BROWN Grace  

(1999; BAY AREA PREMIERE of NEW  
PRODUCTION [2024]; music: Duke Ellington,  
Peven Everett, Fela Anikulapo Kuti)  

JAMAR ROBERTS Al-Andalus Blues  
(2024; BAY AREA PREMIERE;  
music: Roberta Flack and Miles Davis) 

ALVIN AILEY Revelations (1960; music: traditional  
spirituals) 

  
PROGRAM B Wed, Apr 9, 7:30pm 
MATTHEW RUSHING Sacred Songs  

(2024; BAY AREA PREMIERE;  
music and creative associate: Du’Bois A’Keen) 

LAR LUBOVITCH Many Angels  
(2024; BAY AREA PREMIERE;  
music: Gustav Mahler) 

RONALD K. BROWN Grace  
(1999; BAY AREA PREMIERE of NEW  
PRODUCTION [2024]; music: Duke Ellington,  
Peven Everett, Fela Anikulapo Kuti) 

PROGRAM C Thu, Apr 10, 7:30pm; Sat, Apr 12, 8pm; 
Sun, Apr 13, 3pm  

HOPE BOYKIN Finding Free  
(2024; BAY AREA PREMIERE;  
music: Matthew Whitaker) 

ELISA MONTE Treading  
(1979; BAY AREA PREMIERE of NEW PRODUCTION 
[2024]; music: Steve Reich) 

HANS VAN MANEN Solo  
(1997; music: Johann Sebastian Bach) 

ALVIN AILEY Revelations (1960; music: traditional  
spirituals) 

 
PROGRAM D Sat, Apr 12, 2pm 
MATTHEW RUSHING Sacred Songs  

(2024; BAY AREA PREMIERE;  
music and creative associate: Du’Bois A’Keen) 

LAR LUBOVITCH Many Angels  
(2024; BAY AREA PREMIERE;  
music: Gustav Mahler) 

ALVIN AILEY Revelations (1960; music: traditional  
spirituals) 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater 
Apr 8–13, 2025  |  Cal Performances, Zellerbach Hall, UC Berkeley
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Saturday, January 18, 2025, 8pm 
Zellerbach Hall 

Antonio Sánchez 
Birdman LIVE 

 
Birdman 

or (The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance) 
(2014) 

starring 
Michael Keaton 

Zach Galifianakis 
Edward Norton 

Andrea Riseborough 
Amy Ryan 

Emma Stone 
Naomi Watts 

Directed by Alejandro Iñárritu 
Music by Antonio Sánchez 

Presentation licensed by Disney Concerts © All rights reserved. 
 

Cal Performances is committed to fostering a welcoming, inclusive, and safe environment for all— 
one that honors our venues as places of respite, openness, and respect.  

Please see the Community Agreements section on our Policies page for more information.
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Born in Mexico City, four-time 
Grammy Award winner Antonio 
Sánchez started playing the drums  

at age five and began performing profes-
sionally in his early teens in Mexico’s rock, 
jazz, and Latin scenes. 

He pursued a degree in classical piano at 
the National Conservatory in Mexico and in 
1993 enrolled at the Berklee College of Music 
and New England Conservatory, where he 
graduated magna cum laude in jazz studies. 

Since moving to New York City in 1999, 
Sánchez has become one of the most sought-
after drummers on the international jazz 
scene. Following 21 years and work on nine 
albums as one of the most revered collabo-
rators of guitarist/composer Pat Metheny, 
Sánchez has also recorded and performed 
with artists including Chick Corea, Gary 
Burton, Michael Brecker, and Charlie Haden. 

In 2014, Sánchez’s popularity soared when 
he scored Alejandro Iñárritu’s Birdman or 
(The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance), which 
went on to win four Academy Awards— 
including for Best Picture—and for which 
Sánchez was also a Golden Globe nominee. 

Sánchez currently has nearly a dozen re-
cordings as a leader and solo artist. Recent 
projects include Three Times Three with  
Brad Mehldau, John Scofield, Joe Lovano,  
Matt Brewer, John Patitucci and Christian 
McBride; Bad Hombre, a sociopolitical jour-
ney through electronica and percussion; 
Channels of Energy, featuring the WDR  
Big Band with arrangements of Sánchez’s  
compositions by Vince Mendoza; Lines in the 
Sand, Sánchez’s protest against social injus-
tice and bigotry as well as a tribute to every 
immigrant’s journey; and most recently, 
SHIFT (Bad Hombre Vol. II), where Sánchez 
plays virtually every instrument on an epic 
album featuring artists including Trent Rez-
nor, Dave Mathews, Kimbra, Ana Tijoux, 
and Meshell Ndegeocello. 

The recipient of many awards, Sánchez has 
on three occasions been named Modern 
Drummer’s “Jazz Drummer of the Year.”

ABOUT THE ARTIST
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New & Antique Violin, 
Viola, Cello, Bows

Quality Repair, 
Restoration

Expert Setup, 
Sound Adjustment

By Appointment, 
Thank You! 

512 Van Ness Ave #203
San Francisco, CA 94102

415.871.5013 • violinsf.com




