
Dylan C. Penningroth 
is Professor of Law and 
Morrison Professor of 
History at UC Berkeley. 
He specializes in African 
American history and 
legal history. His first 

book, The Claims of Kinfolk: African Amer-
ican Property and Community in the Nine-
teenth-Century South, published by the 
University of North Carolina Press, won the 
2004 Civil War and Reconstruction Book 
Award from the Organization of American 
Historians. His second book, Before the 
Movement: The Hidden History of Black Civil 
Rights was published by Liveright in 2023. 
Penningroth’s articles have appeared in the 
University of Pennsylvania Law Review, the 
Journal of American History, the American 
Historical Review, and TIME. He has held 
fellowships from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, the National Science 
Foundation, the Stanford Humanities Cen -
ter, and the MacArthur Foundation, and 
currently serves as Associate Dean of the 
Program in Jurisprudence and Social Policy 
at Berkeley Law School. 
 

Heather Cox Richard-
son is Professor of His-
tory at Boston College. 
She has written about 
the Civil War, Recon-
struction, the Gilded 
Age, and the American 

West in award-winning books whose sub-
jects stretch from the European settlement 
of the North American continent to the his-
tory of the Republican Party through the 
Trump administration. She is the author, 
most recently, of the best-selling Democ-
racy Awakening: Notes on the State of 
America. Jane Mayer has called the book  
“a vibrant, and essential history of America’s 
unending, enraging and utterly compelling 
struggle since its founding to live up to its 
own best ideals.” Richardson’s work has  
appeared in the Washington Post, the New 
York Times, and the Guardian, among  
other outlets. Her nightly newsletter, Letters 
from an American, reaches over three mil-
lion readers. 
 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025, 7:30pm 
Zellerbach Hall 

Heather Cox Richardson 
In Conversation with Dylan Penningroth 

Forging a New Political System, 2024 and Beyond 
This event is part of the Charles M. and Martha Hitchcock Lectures 

 

Cal Performances is committed to fostering a welcoming, inclusive, and safe environment for all— 
one that honors our venues as places of respite, openness, and respect.  

Please see the Community Agreements section on our Policies page for more information.

The Hitchcock Endowment Fund was established in 1885 from a bequest made by Dr. Charles M. Hitch-
cock to institute a professorship at the University of California for free lectures upon scientific and prac-
tical subjects. Dr. Hitchcock, whose longstanding interest in education inspired his contribution, was a 
physician and served as medical director of the Pacific Coast in the United States Army Medical Corps. 
The Hitchcock Foundation Lectures began in 1909 and were later expanded and retitled the Charles M. 
and Martha Hitchcock Lectures in 1932, thanks to a generous bequest from Dr. Hitchcock’s daughter, 
Lillie Hitchcock Coit.
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Friday, February 28, 2025, 8pm 
Zellerbach Hall 

This Land is Our Land 
Featuring Martha Redbone Roots Project  

and American Patchwork Quartet 
 

Martha Redbone Roots Project 
Martha Redbone, vocals and percussion 

Aaron Whitby, piano and vocals 
Charlie Burnham, violin and vocals 

Fred Cash, bass and vocals 
 

American Patchwork Quartet 
Clay Ross, guitar and vocals 
Falguni Shah (Falu), vocals 

Yasushi Nakamura, bass 
Clarence Penn, drums 

 
This program will be announced from the stage.  
The performance will include one intermission  

and last approximately two hours. 
 

 

Cal Performances is committed to fostering a welcoming, inclusive, and safe environment for all— 
one that honors our venues as places of respite, openness, and respect.  

Please see the Community Agreements section on our Policies page for more information.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Martha Redbone is a vocalist, songwriter, 
composer, and 2021 United States Artist Fel-
low celebrated for her tasty gumbo of roots 
music. Drawing from the folk and mountain 
blues sounds of her Appalachian upbring-
ing in Kentucky and the eclectic grit of pre-
gentrified Brooklyn, Redbone broadens the 
boundaries of American roots music. Her 
work gives voice to social justice and bridg-
ing cultures, and celebrates the human spirit. 
Learn more at www.martharedbone.com. 
 
American Patchwork Quartet is a collective 
of Grammy Award-winning artists on a 
mission to reclaim the immigrant soul of 
American roots music. Drawing on the  
diverse backgrounds of its members, the 
quartet weaves a rich musical tapestry that 
celebrates America’s contemporary culture 
and highlights its immigrant past. Founded 
by multi-Grammy Award winner Clay Ross, 
American Patchwork Quartet combines 
jazz, country, West African, and East Asian 
influences into a singular musical quilt. 
Learn more at www.american patchwork -
quartet.com.0 
 

This Land Is Our Land features both 
the Martha Redbone Roots Project 
and American Patchwork Quartet, 

and celebrates the diverse cultural mosaic of 
America. Redbone’s stirring voice and eclec-
tic blend of folk, blues, and gospel reflect her 
southeastern Afro-Indigenous roots. Mean-
while, the American Patch work Quartet 
skillfully combines jazz refinement, country 
twang, West African rhythm, and East Asian 
ornamentation, crafting a musical collage 
that highlights both the unique diversity and 
shared connections of our nation. 
 
The Martha Redbone Roots Project is “a 
brilliant collision of cultures…” (The New 
Yorker). Redbone and her ensemble of mas-
terful musicians take audiences on an Amer-
ican music journey through time, weaving 
the sounds of her childhood and ancestral 
homelands in Harlan County, KY. Celebrat-
ing the music of her multicultural southeast-
ern heritage, Redbone’s work blends folk, 
blues, and gospel sounds from the ancestors 
of the Black migration with the Indigenous 
foundations of the region. 
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