
Sopranos 
Felicia Chen 
Teryn Kuzma 
Andrea Mich 
Emma Reed 

Phoebe Rosquist 
Katherine Howell Sadler 

Angelique Zuluaga 
 

Altos 
Miriam Anderson 

Rita Barakat 
Katherine Growdon 
Emily Ryan Kusnadi 

Montana Smith 
Yumi Tomsha 
Agnes Vojtko 

 

Tenors 
Mickey Butts 
Alex Guerrero 
Nicholas Kotar 

Kyle Picha 
JC Smith 

Brian Thorsett 
 
 

Basses 
Simon Barrad 

Andrew Chung 
David Hess 

Glenn Miller 
Tim Roth 

Axel van Chee 
 
 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

ENSEMBLE CHERUBIM 
Marika Kuzma, Artistic Director 

 

PIEDMONT EAST BAY CHILDREN’S CHORUS

Ainsley Mullane 
Alexandria Wilson 

Alexis Byrnes 
Andrea Morales 

Anjali Falbo-Nicosia 
Audrey Levin 
Ava Tarapore 

Aviram Vartanian 
Ayla Montanez 

Beatrix Vartanian 
Caroline Wolferson 

Carys Pligavko 
Cooper Heyman 
Daniel Hinton 

Eleanor (Nora) Pfister 
Elodie Plauché 
Ember McCall 

Emiko Critchlow 
Felix Sudat 

Georgia Orcharton 
Imogen Wade 

Isaac Ets-Hokin 
Jay Cazier 

Josie Renaud 
Joshua Daniel 
Juniper Ruyle 
Karena Che 

Keanna Koehler 
Keira Lee 

Laura Caceres Spears 
Lisa Treichler 

Loki Olsen 
Maeve McMullen 

Maia von Loewenfeldt 
Matilda Trenkle 

Mei Takeuchi 
Michael Sidbury 
Mignon Williams 

Mirella Piccolboni 
Molly Wolferson 
Murielle Vance 
Naomi Walker 
Nicolas Adams 

Nora Bell 
Olivia Gamper 

Phoebe An 
Roya Agarwal 

Rylee Bellesbach 
Sarah Khan-Akselrod 

Scarlett Lang 
Sophi Ouyang 

Veda Pao-Ziegler 
Violet Irie 

Zoe Grundy 
Zofia Wang 

Zuri Zkiyah Nia Williams 

Extra Angels 
Ariel Anderson 
Edward Betts  

Jerry Freiwirth 
Debra Golata 

Serge Liberovsky 
David Martinez 
Kenric Taylor 

Celeste Winant 
Vanessa Yang 

 
Ensemble Cherubim Board of Directors 

Phil Bodrock 
Andrew Chung 
Natalie Pollock 

Penelope Washbourn
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Sunday, December 14, 2025, 3pm 
Zellerbach Hall 

Soweto Gospel Choir 
Peace 

THE CHOIR 
Bongani Ncube, Fanizile Nzuza, Jabulile Mola,  

Jeanette Mazibuko, Kenosi Moshe, Lungisani Mhlongo,  
Malehlohonolo Taolana, Mary Mulovhedzi,  Phello Jiyane, 

Sabelo Mtshali, Semangele Mongatane, Sibongile Makgathe, Sibongiseni Mbele,  
Sipho Ngcamu, Thabiso Molefe, Velile Msimango, Victoria Sithole, Vincent Jiyane,  

Vusimuzi Shabalala, Xolile Mphata, Zanele Ngwenya, Zinhle Mpofu 
 

Choir Master 
Vincent Jiyane 

 
Music Director 
Sabelo Mtshali 

 
Choir Management 

Mary Mulovhedzi, Vincent Jiyane, Bongani Ncube 
 

Senior Producer 
Toni Rudov 

 
Production Manager/Stage Manager 

Allan Maguire 
 

Touring Lighting Designers  
Paul Frydrychowski  

Jackson Gray 
 

Audio Engineer 
Chet Nordskog 

 
Producer 

Andrew Kay 
 

Set Design 
Zachary Ciaburri 

 
 

Cal Performances is committed to fostering a welcoming, inclusive, and safe environment for all— 
one that honors our venues as places of respite, openness, and respect.  

Please see the Community Agreements section on our Policies page for more information.
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Soweto Gospel Choir.  
Photos by Stefan Meekers.

SET LIST 

Melodies 
Narration 

Nonkonyane ka Ndaba 
Modimo 
Dichaba 

Not Yet Uhuru 
Litshonile li Langa 

Sechaba 
E ke Dumetse 

Mbai Mbai 
Freedom Medley 

INTERMISSION 

Opening Dance and Chant 
Amen 

Heaven Help Us All 
Pass Me Not, Gentle Savior 
A Change is Gonna Come 

Man in the Mirror 
Oh, Holy Night 

Silent Night 
Joy to the World 

We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
You’ll Never Walk Alone  

Hallelujah 
 

which to shape reality in the 1980s. In South 
Africa, music went from reflecting common 
experiences and concerns in the early years 
of apartheid, to eventually function as a 
force to confront the State and as a means 
to actively construct an alternative political 
and social reality.” 

—Anne Schumann 
The Beat that Beat Apartheid:  

The Role of Music in the Resistance  
Against Apartheid in South Africa. 

(2008 Vienna Journal of African Studies) 
 

PROGRAM NOTES

“God has wrought many things out of op-
pression. He has endowed his creatures with 
the capacity to create—and from this capacity 
has flowed the sweet songs of sorrow and joy 
that have allowed man to cope with his envi-
ronment and many different situations.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr. 
(1964 Berlin Jazz Festival)  

 
 “…the political use of music in South Africa 
changed from being a ‘mirror’ in the 1940s 
and 1950s to becoming a ‘hammer’ with 
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including works by legendary artists like 
Elvis Presley, Sam Cooke, Cynthia Erivo,  
Stevie Wonder, and the one-and-only Aretha 
Franklin. Formed to celebrate the unique 
and inspirational power of African Gospel 
music, the Soweto Gospel Choir is dedicated 
to sharing the joy of faith through music 
with audiences around the world and has  
received critical acclaim and audience ado-
ration for its powerful renditions of African 
American spirituals, gospel, and folk music. 
 

PROGRAM NOTES

This concert by the three-time Grammy-
winning Soweto Gospel Choir celebrates 
songs and anthems of Nelson Mandela’s 
Freedom Movement in South Africa and the 
Civil Rights Movement of Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s America. Opening with a rousing 
program of South African freedom songs, 
the repertoire moves down through time to 
the United States, with beautiful rendi tions 
of the protest music of the Civil Rights 
Movement and more contemporary classics, 

Africa and at the subsequent commemora-
tive service at Westminster Abbey in Lon-
don. The choir was also invited to perform 
at the funeral service for the late president’s 
first wife, Winnie Mandela. The Soweto Gos-
pel Choir acts as ambassadors for the Nelson 
Mandela Foundation.  
 
SoloShoe Communications, LLC,  

Tour Marketing and PR 
 
Touring 
Dean Shultz, Senior Vice President Tour  

and Artist Management 
Tel: (212) 994 3533 
dshultz@imgartists.com 
 
North & South America 
IMG Artists  
7 West 54th Street  
New York, NY 10019  
(212) 994-3500  
www.imgartists.com 
 
General Enquiries 
Andrew Kay and Associates  
Toni Rudov, Senior Producer  
toni@akaaustralia.com.au

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Hailing from Soweto (South West 
Township), a township outside of 
Johannesburg and the home of Nel-

son Mandela and South Africa’s democratic 
movement, the Soweto Gospel Choir con-
tinues to inspire audiences around the world 
with its powerful blend of African gospel, 
freedom songs, and international classics. 

 Comprising a line-up of some of South 
Africa’s best vocalists, these uplifting and 
gifted per formers have shared the stage and 
collaborated with some of the biggest names 
in contemporary music, including Aretha 
Franklin, Stevie Wonder, Beyonce, U2, Diana 
Ross, Peter Gabriel, Chris Martin, John Leg-
end, Pharrell Williams, Jimmy Cliff, Ben 
Harper, Angélique Kidjo, Robert Plant,  
Celine Dion, the Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
Hugh Masekela, and Josh Groban. 

 The Soweto Gospel Choir was formed in 
2003 at the end of the apartheid era and  
during South Africa’s inspiring return to  
democracy. Taking part in some of the major 
historical events in the new democratic 
country, the choir is proud to have per-
formed on many occasions for the “father” 
of its nation, former President Nelson Man-
dela, and sadly at his state funeral in South 
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Saturday, December 22, 2025, 2pm and 8pm 
Zellerbach Hall 

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus 

Holiday Spectacular 2025 
 

Chris Verdugo, Chief Executive Officer 
Jacob Stensberg, Artistic Director and Conductor 

 
FEATURED SOLOISTS  

 
ACT 1 

“Todo es posible en Navidad” 
2pm – Diego Smith 

8pm – Xander Gonzalez 

“What Christmas Means to Me” 
2pm – Ron Carranza 

8pm – Quinton Ramirez 

“All That Holiday Stuff” 
2pm – Theo Yaung 

8pm – Stephen Aguirre 

ACT 2 
“Holding Out For A Hero” 

2pm – Pete Rodway 
8pm – Sean Fenton 

“Glowin’” 
2pm – Jonathan Jones, Lucas Poliak, and Brandon Jenkins 

Vocal Percussionist: Richman Neumann 

8pm – Jonathan Jones, Lucas Poliak, and Brandon Jenkins 
Vocal Percussionist: Richman Neumann 

“Sleigh-hem: Lady Gaga Holiday Medley” 
2pm – Alex Bien, Greg Kastelman, Jonathan Jones, Don Howerton, Case Nafziger 
8pm – Michael Lepage, Drew Haven, J. Max Rosen, Butch Merideth, Jesse Cortez 

 
FEATURED MUSICIANS 

 
SFGMC BAND 

Danny Sullivan, piano 
Kenji Harada, synthesizer 

Aaron Shaul, bass 
Matt Wrobel, guitar 

Juan Carreon, drums 
James Garcia, clarinet 

Joshua Jerge, Marvin McFadden, trumpets 
Jamie Dubberly, trombone 
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